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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Guest-Control at Morale, Welfare, and Recreation Facilities in Germany

This memorandum expires in 1 year.

1. This memorandum establishes the USAREUR guest-control policy for morale, welfare, and recreation (MWR) facilities in Germany. This policy does not apply to golf or rod-and-gun clubs in Germany that have co-user agreements.

2. The merchandise sold at U.S. Forces MWR facilities in Germany is exempt from duties and taxes under the Supplementary Agreement to the NATO Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA). Also, U.S. Forces facilities in Germany are not subject to taxes when conducting official activities. The German Federal Ministry of Finance allows U.S. Forces personnel, members of the civilian component, and their family members (collectively referred to as "authorized members") to entertain "bona fide guests" at MWR facilities in Germany. Bona fide guests may acquire food and beverages with or without payment for consumption on the premises.

3. A bona fide guest is a person without status under the NATO SOFA who is invited by an authorized member to an MWR facility or event hosted by or sponsored in an MWR facility. Bona fide guests do not include persons unknown to the authorized member who are soliciting the member to sponsor their access to the facility or event.

4. Each MWR facility will establish and maintain a guest sign-in log. This log will be kept on file for 6 months. It will be made available to customs authorities, law-enforcement personnel, and the area support group (ASG) commander or other persons to whom the authority or responsibility for enforcing this policy has been delegated. The log will include at least the following information:

a. Authorized member information (name, printed and signed; unit; telephone number).

b. Guest name (printed and signed).

c. Guest relationship to authorized member (for example, friend, colleague, brother, father-in-law).

d. Date and time the guest entered the facility.

5. Persons signing in guests will be responsible for their guests until the guests leave unless another authorized member assumes responsibility for them by signing the log. Each bona fide guest must be signed in on arrival. To maintain the integrity of the log, neither members nor MWR employees may leave blank lines in the log.

6. ASG commanders are responsible for enforcing the guest-control policy. The ASG commander may delegate this responsibility in writing, but delegating this authority does not relieve the ASG commander of responsibility or accountability for compliance. Oversight responsibility is also inherent in the duties of base support battalion (BSB) commanders, executive officers, and directors of community activities. ASG and BSB commanders will ensure performance standards for MWR operating managers include enforcement of the guest-control policy.

7. The HQ USAREUR/7A POC is Mr. Webb, DSN 379-7660, civilian 06202-807660, or e-mail: art.webb@ima-e.army.mil.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

	  
	/s/
MICHAEL L. DODSON
Lieutenant General, USA
Deputy Commanding General
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