2003 US Forces Europe Golf Championships


by Scott Rouch

KITZINGEN, GERMANY, July 17, 2003--- A crusty, baked-out Kitzingen Golf Course played host to the 2003 US Armed Forces European Championships July 15-17. 

   Fittingly, the player with the longest drive won the tournament.

   Because of Army deployments to Iraq, the formerly named USAREUR Championships opened its doors to all service branches as well as to civilian ID card-holders. Sixty-seven players competed in the three-day, mid-week tournament. The tournament has rotated through Wiesbaden, Stuttgart and Heidelberg golf courses in the past, and was being played for the first time in Kitzingen. 

   Former Marine and DOD employee Michael Stanley made the 13-hour drive from Naples, Italy, a fruitful one. He took home the first place trophy with a three-day score of  216 (+3), posting a one-over 72 on the tournament’s final day with two bogeys on the front nine and a birdie on 11. 

   “Having the title as US Armed Forces champion is pretty cool,” said Stanley with a big smile on his face. “I had my putter working today and after the ninth hole I was able to hit all the greens in regulation. It was a little closer than I thought it would be but I‘m happy it worked out,” he added. 

   Stanley then played 13 more holes afterward and will be participating in this weekend’s Heidelberg Open.

   Starting the day off in fourth place, James Olson (Bamberg) jumped to the second spot with an even round and Kevin Sickinger finished in third with a 76 for the day. 

   Stanley, who plans to attend the European PGA “Q” School in September, set the one-day course record in his opening round on Tuesday, firing a four-under 67. That was good for an initial seven stroke lead, and he looked strong on Wednesday at two-under for the day heading onto the 15th tee. That was when Stanley would bring himself back to the pack.

   After hitting his initial shot out-of-bounds, Stanley proceeded to misread the yardage and found himself putting for a 12 on the par-five hole.   

   “I thought it was 200 meters when it was only 150 meters,” he remarked. “I hit a five wood instead of a five iron and the next thing you know I’m seven shots over and putting for 12 on the hole. Other than that one hole I thought I had a good day.”

   Stanley’s slip up allowed Jeff Hallauer to climb within two shots and Sickinger to within three. Hallauer had been one of the most consistent golfers in the first two days, but on Thursday things fell apart as he was five-over after the first nine holes, including double bogeys on seven and eight that stretched Stanley’s lead to five shots at the turn. Hallauer would fall to fifth with an 80 on the day.    

   Sickinger carded a 76 on the final round to win the senior’s category, holding off Grafenwoer’s Earl Goins (228) and Kitzigen’s Roger Teel (231). 

   Teel had tied with Goins for the lead after the first round of 18 holes with a three-over 74, but hit the wall on the middle day with an 82 while Goins recorded a 78. While building a five-stroke lead, Sickinger made a run at the course record but fell two strokes short with his two-under 69, including an eagle on the 18th hole. 

   Eric Smith (Stuttgart) lowered his score each day, finishing the tournament’s final day with a 73 and finished in fourth place.

   The highest finishing Army golfers take home an extra prize – Army Europe endorsement for participation in the All-Army trials.

